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High Rise Stories Curriculum: A Brief Introduction 
 
The Voice of Witness Education Program staff hopes that you find this curriculum useful 
in exploring the contemporary issues embedded in the stories from Chicago public 
housing residents.  
 
This curriculum reflects the goals of our program: literacy, communication, community-
building, and critical thinking. The first four lessons challenge students to explore 
contemporary social justice and equity issues through written analysis and reflection, a 
Socratic seminar, a Town Hall Circle, creative exploration, and small-group activities. 
We’ve incorporated literature, film, art, and writing, with the goal of creating multiple 
points of entry that connects with students’ various interests and skill sets.  
 
For this unit, we’ve created the lessons to be explored sequentially, with a culminating 
mural project. It is our hope that arts and humanities teachers will have an opportunity to 
collaborate. This version utilizes drawing and painting, and could easily encompass 
photography and other visual or literary arts. Imagine the resource as a dialogue between 
educators, with plenty of space created for new ideas and approaches. We encourage 
classrooms and communities to document the process and final mural project and share 
them with the Voice of Witness Education Program.   
 
We’re excited for teachers and students to turn their critical thinking and written 
reflections into art.  Not only is the mural project an authentic assessment tool, but is also 
a powerful reminder about the role of art as a means for civic engagement. Voice of 
Witness welcomes suggestions and feedback as part of our commitment to providing 
useful and relevant oral history-based curriculum to U.S. schools. 
 
Our thanks to Anne Grajeda of June Jordan School for Equity in San Francisco for 
sharing her art project expertise, and to Voice of Witness Education Program Advisor 
Katie Kuszmar for her timely and valuable feedback. 
	  
	  
	  
	  


