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Lesson Four: Creating a Housing Bill of Rights 
 
Time Needed: One class period, one homework session 
 
Materials: High Rise Stories, excerpts from the U.S. Bill of Rights, the South African 
Bill of Rights, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, copy of school’s Student Bill 
of Rights (if applicable), and Housing Bill of Rights template.  
 
Objective: Students will utilize the direct human experiences in High Rise Stories, along 
with other primary source documents, to create a democratically-adopted Housing Bill of 
Rights. 
 
Related Core Curriculum Standards: Reading History RH.9—10.1, RH.9—10.5, 
RH.9—10.7, Speaking and Listening SL.9—10.1, SL.9—10.2, Language L.9-10.1 
 
Connections: This activity can be adapted for use with narratives from Underground 
America (Immigration Bill of Rights), Surviving Justice, and Inside This Place, Not of It 
(Inmate Bill of Rights). 
 
Narrative Excerpt: “When I was a small child, we used to live in an apartment on Sixty-
Eighth and Wood in Englewood, and over there, white people would march through the 
blocks picketing for us to move. The march I most clearly remember was in 1976. They 
didn’t want black people in their neighborhood.” 

                                      —Dawn Knight   
 
Essential Questions:  
 

• How do the injustices experienced by narrators from High Rise Stories impact the 
creation of a Housing Bill of Rights? 

• How do the narratives in High Rise Stories enhance personal understanding and 
interpretation of primary source documents? 

• What are the benefits and challenges of creating a Housing Bill of Rights? 
• Is there a difference between legal rights and societal responsibilities? If so, what 

are they? 
 
 
Step One: To provide context for a Housing Bill of Rights, introduce excerpts from the 
U.S. Bill of Rights (14th Amendment, Section One), the South African Bill of Rights, the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights (Articles 7 & 25), and any school or class 
agreements, or existing Student Bill of Rights.  
 
Note: 
Chosen excerpts should reflect grade level, learning style, language proficiency, and 
other factors. It may be desirable for students to create a Critical Vocabulary List that 
includes space for a word’s meaning and an opportunity to use it in a sentence. In any 
case, save time for clarifying questions related to definitions and vocabulary (15 minutes). 
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Step Two: Split class into as many groups as there are primary source document excerpts. 
Each group should read through and discuss their documents using the format suggested 
in Lesson Two (Summarizer, Connector, etc). Groups can read silently or aloud. After the 
discussions, each student in the group gets one minute of uninterrupted time to comment 
on the merits and limitations of their document. Encourage groups to incorporate prior 
discussions/activities regarding civil and economic rights and class definition of rights. 
(12-15 minutes). 
 
Step Three:  Using the phrase “We the students of (school name) hereby create this 
Housing Bill of Rights,” each group creates their own Housing Bill of Rights. Each 
document should include 7-10 articles, or list of rights. A majority in each group must 
approve each article. Each group member should generate at least one article. Before 
articles are ratified, time should be given for each article to be debated. All class 
agreements must be adhered to during the process (20 minutes).  
 
Step Four: Each group presents their Housing Bill of Rights to the class. Presentations 
should include details about the decision process---which articles generated the most 
debate, etc. After groups have presented, class can discuss the similarities and differences 
of each (10 minutes). 
 
Step Five: As homework, students do a one-page written reflection using the following 
prompts (15+ minutes): 
 

• Why is a Bill of Rights important for the individual and for society? 
• In our current society, do you feel most people are treated fairly and able to 

exercise their rights? What are some of the societal factors that impact this? 
• What responsibilities do we have as citizens to ensure our rights are upheld? 
 
Encourage students to incorporate direct quotes from the previously read narratives in 
High Rise Stories and at least one primary source document to illustrate their points 
of view.  

 
 
 
 


