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Chicago Public Housing Fact Sheet 

 
 
What is public housing? When was it established? 

Public housing projects are funded and overseen by 
federal, state, and local governments. The aim is to provide 
subsidized housing to low-income families, the elderly, 
and people with disabilities. The Housing Act of 1937 
provided loans for the construction of reduced-rent 
accommodations for low-income families.  The loans went 
to local public housing agencies, such as the Chicago 
Housing Authority (CHA), which was also established in 
1937. 

 
How does a person or a family qualify for public housing 
in Chicago? 

The head of household must be at least 18 years old and meet citizenship or immigration 
status requirements. Annual household income cannot exceed 80 percent of the median income 
in the surrounding area. The CHA also screens applicants for suitability by conducting criminal 
background, credit, and residential history checks. Qualified applicants are placed on a wait list. 
Based on the number of individuals in the household, applicants are assigned to a housing unit 
with the appropriate number of bedrooms. Generally, two people are expected to share a 
bedroom. 
 
How much does the government subsidize in rent and bills for public housing residents? 
 Usually, the tenant pays 30% of their monthly adjusted income (annual adjusted income 
divided by 12) or 10% of their monthly gross (total) income, whichever is higher. In Chicago, 
the CHA has determined that tenants can pay no less than $75 per month.  
 
What are some of the rules and regulations around public housing in Chicago? 
 Unless they are exempt, adult residents must work for at least 20 hours per week, or 
participate in some combination of work, community service, and economic self-sufficiency 
programs. Households must also prove that students or children attend school and/or daycare.  
Residents must continue to qualify as low-income, pass criminal background checks, and 
demonstrate that they are good tenants.  
 
What is the Plan for Transformation? 
 In the 1990s, the CHA began to demolish its public housing high rises, including most of 
those featured in High Rise Stories. The Plan for Transformation is the CHA’s plan to renew 
public housing by demolishing the high rises and constructing 25,000 new or renovated units.  
As of 2013, construction has not kept up with demolition of old units, leaving many former 
residents without replacement housing.  
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